Breaking The Code on
BIG MEXICAN BASS
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of years ago, and in my journal notes
for the day [ called him a *well pressod
professional” My admiration for him
and his sweet wife Wendy has done
nothing but incresse since then, but
his experience and knowledge of bass
behavior was about to be put to the
test, The larger bass hadn't really
tuned on the weelk of our arrival.

This was Warne's first trip to Mexico,
and on our first morning on Kl Salto he
allowed our very capable guide, Osear,
to lead us to the fish, We caught huge
numbers of one to three-pound bass, but
the larger fish eluded us.

After a couple of hours of quick
action on smaller fish, Warne turned to
me and said, *I don't know, but I think
we need to be tishing a lot deeper for
the bigger bass,” Since Warnes
Spanish voecabulary could be counted
on one hand, [ explained to Oscar what
kind of water we wanted to fish,

Oscar responded by taking us tp
several outside points full of structure,
trees and brugh; water depths were
hetween (15 and 25 feat, sometimes
even approaching 30,

Warne quickly changed baits and
began throwing a  deep-diving
Chartreuse crankbait. 1 chose a T-inch
worm in a Tequila Sunrise color
Within an hour, we began catching
bass that averaged 5 pounds, Our
guide, tthlEll ph!u:-iud. seemed aur-
prized we found such quality fish in
the area,

Back at the lodge, a fo'w other
anglers wondered where the big fish
were. When we explained what we
were doing, up to seven other boats
showed up on the same deeper points.
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Warne, in the course of a single morn-
ing, had broken the early December
eade on larger El Salto bass,

The rest of our time on El Salto, we
comecentrated on desper pui:ﬂﬁ astrewn
with bass-holding stracture, and
caught dozens of fish over 7 pounds and
one bhasz that tipped the seales at 10064,

The cover shot for this issue was
taken on our final moerning. The two
fish shown were caught as a *double”
one on & 2enko and the other on a
topwater bait, Both were taken in 20
feet of water.

“This has got to be the finest big
bass lake in the world,” said Warne of

his El Salto experience. “How could it
get any better than this?

Aguamilpa
After a quick trip to Tepie, the sec-
ond part of our journey Imgall with
Billy Chapman Sr. on Aguamilpa. This
leke, which we reported on last issue,
i a beautiful lake: large, deep and
inviting. It is completely different than
El Saltu from the terrain to the fishing,
*Thiz lake reminds me of many of
our Western lakes.” said Warne. “It's
much deeper than El Salte, and with
cliffs, humps, rock piles, and several
river channels, it should set up the




same as a Lake Mead.”

Aguamilpa dido’t guite set up like
Lalke Mead beeause the water was not a3
clear, but its depth and some of 1ts strue-
ture was cloze. In the areas we fizhed,
runoff, that had taken the lake to almost
80 percent capacity, left very fertils off-col-
ored water absolutely brimming with
hass, lmn.tlsh_ and Lllapm

Once again, Warne went to work ana-
Iyzing which areas would hold fish, When
-".1t1.a|‘0 pur guide, took us to a small island
to fish, we struggled to catch even a zingle
bass. “Would vou mind if we fish the wind-
blown side of the 1sland,” Warne asked?
“The fish showld be there”

From the first cast after moving tothe
other side, we both began catching bass —
healthy bass — averaging close to 3
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CARBLING ALIDER KIT

Pro Tackle, Inc.

Call 1-800-474-6656
2985 Lincoln Ave. suite 404
Banning, CA 92220

www.mojolures.com

Take a vacation
from your trelling
motor hassies, Spring
Break provides sheck

ahsorbing relief

« Returns trolling motor to original
position after hitting underwater
abstructions or in shallow water.

= Limited tools required

e [nstallation a snap—
takes less than 5 minutes

= All stainless steel components

From the creators
of the

Just

Assists in
preventing 31 95
bent shafts Pk
and ruined New Pro
fishing trips!  Model "29%

Available at Academy Sports &
Outdoors Fine Tackle Dealers
and www.toledo-town.net

PO. Box 18010 Shreveport, LA 71138-8010
www.pasleyvic.com
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This worm had a round head, ribbed
body, and a small paddletail or curly
tail, Offered in a few basic colors,
including black, purple, motor oil and
blue, it was originally made in a 6-inch
length and later became available in a
4-inch, The concept of the bait was to
trap air bubbles, hold scent, and feel
more realistic in the fish’s mouth.
Discontinued by Rebel in the early
1980s. the ringworm has since spawned
many imitations and knock-offs.
Although I no longer have any original
Ringworms left in my box, I enjoy fish-
ing many of the other ringworm-style
products that have taken its place.

There are dozens of lures that have
escaped mention here. Some of these
are standard, run-of-the-mill baits

while others are extremely valuable
and worth hundreds of dollars. The
quest for old fishing items has devel-
oped its own following. The National
Fishing Lure Collectors Club was
established in 1976 and is represented
across the United States and interna-
tionally. This organization is the
national body for collector clubs, shows,
and grading and valuation on old fish-
ing tackle. Annual membership
includes a magazine and newsletter, is
$25.00 annually.

For more information on the NFLCC,
contact them on their website or write
to them at NLFCC, 197 Scottsdale
Circle, Reeds Springs, MO 65737

A special thanks goes to lure collec-
tor John A. Kolbeck for information
and pictures of the older Bomber baits.
You can see John's complete collection
of antique Bomber baits by checking
out his website at
www.bomberbaits.com.
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pounds. Each time our guide moved to
an area out of the hreeze, Warne would
ask to move just a bit to the windblown
side. Many times this meant only a few
hundred feet, but the differences were
truly amazing.

Next came bait selection.

“You know,” said Warne, “This looks
like an awful good jig area. What do you
think Arturoe?”

“Jigs no work here Gregg,” he
answered. “Lots of people try jigs, but . .
.no good.”

Undaunted, Warne put on a
black/blue jig with a black/blue
Yamamoto grub trailer, and proceeded to
catch 25 3-plus-pound bass in the same
spot.

Once again, in less than a day, Warne
had dialed in the larger bass in
Aguamilpa as he had done on El Salto;
from the baits, to where we threw them, it
seemed as if he'd fished Mexico all his life.

Aguamilpa is in its bass angling
infancy. One-hundred-fish days per boat
are normal for this lake. The average
fish during our 3 days weighed just over
3 pounds; the largest bass weighed just
under 8 pounds and numerous bass, per-
haps even up to 50 bass were in the 4- to
7-pound class.

“These hass are vicious!” said Warne.
“A 3-pound bass feels like an 8-pounder.”

Warne was absolutely correct. I
brought a medium/heavy spincast
Allstar worm rod with a Pinnacle reel,
and 10-pound P-Line CXX. At times, 5-
pound bass literally turned me every
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which way but loose. But, even with the
lighter rig, T only lost a handful of fish.

Warne’s baits for Aguamilpa were
Yamamoto's extra-long curly tail grubs
in blue/black: half-ounce blue/black jigs
with a Yamamoto grub trailer, and a
shad-colored Rat-L-Trap.

A group of four seasoned anglers
from the Sacramento area were making
their fourth trip to the lake at the same
time as the two of us.

“These Aguamilpa bass are the
strongest fish in the world,” said David
Coveney, of Lodi, CA. “The guides call
them ‘locos,’ and they’re right.”

During their trip they averaged 80
fish a day per boat and the largest bass
weighed 8 pounds 2 ounces.

Speaking about the experience on
both lakes, Gregg Warne was entranced.
“How could someone ask for more than
these two lakes offer? But what's more,
how could you want to stay with more
accommodating people than those who
run Anglers Tnn, and the lodge on
Aguamilpa?”

Mexico is no longer a crap shoot with
outfitters like Billy Chapman Jr
(Anglers Inn) and Chapman-
Balderrama lodges running the show. I
have now booked with them four times,
and each time, the service and the expe-
rience is nothing but top-notch. A quick
phone call to 1-800-GOTA-FISH (468-
2347) or a visit to their website at
www.anglersinn.com, will set you up
with the finest service south of the bor-
der. Their mailing address is:PMB #3538
23626 North Mesa El Paso, TX 79902

Editor’s Note: Gregg Warne is spon-
sored by Mercury Marine, Procraft Boats,
Quantum, Bill Luke Dodge, Yamamoto
Baits, Motorguide, and Kick‘N Bass.



